
� e book of Haggai is a sho�  book, just two chapters long. In fact, 
by the time you make �  to the end of the Prayer Walk you will 
have read through �  in � s entirety! GO YOU!

Before we get sta� ed, a b�  of context is probably helpful. As you 
may know, the Israel� es had historically waffl  ed back and fo� h 
between following God and abandoning their ident� ies as his 
chosen people. � is pa� icular glimpse takes place a� er the Israel� es 
had been suff ering their consequences in exile. A remnant (about 
50,000 people) were perm� ted to return to Jerusalem to rebuild 
God’s holy c� y, including the splendor of the Temple. However, a� er 
some time, this remnant became distracted and even complacent in 
their mission. 

Enter the prophet Haggai to give them a message from God.

read through Haggai on your phone



On August 29 of the second year of King 
Darius's reign, the Lord gave a message 

through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel 
son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to 
Jeshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest.
"This is what the Lord of Heaven's Armies 

says: The people are saying, 'The time has not 
yet come to rebuild the house of the Lord.'"

Haggai 1:1-2

praypray

AMEN.AMEN.

Lord, remind me that I am a temple 
of the Holy Spir� . Remind me that 
you take great pleasure in residing 
w� hin me. May my highest aim 
be to build and rebuild my l� e in a 
way that brings honor and glory 
to your name. Lord, I know that 
this temple, at times, has laid in 
ruins. It hasn’t always been a place 
wo� hy of your presence. � ank 
you for being w� h me anyway. 
Grant me the courage to do the 
hard work of cleaning house and 
preparing room for your holiness.

Did you know that your body is a temple? 1 Corinthians 3:16 says, “Don’t 
you realize that all of you together are the temple of God and the Spir�  of 
God lives in you?” It’s true. If you’ve made the decision to follow a� er God 
and receive the power of the Holy Spir� , God himself dwells w� hin you! 
AMAZING! � e beauty of this truth is that � ’s a great paradox. Our house 
isn’t clean and wo� hy enough for God’s presence, yet, because of Jesus’ 
sacr� ice cleaning out our souls, 
God chooses to dwell w� hin us 
any way. 

As you read through Haggai, in 
add� ion to a story of rebuilding 
the actual temple, think of �  also 
as a story of you rebuilding  your 
own temple of your body, mind, 
and soul. Just as you might 
prepare your home for guests, 
think of ways that God might be 
challenging you to prepare your 
hea�  for His presence. Like the 
Israel� es in this verse, you may 
be thinking, “� e time has not 
yet come.” However, THE TIME 
IS NOW!



Then the Lord sent this message through the 
prophet Haggai: "Why are you living in luxurious houses 
while my house lies in ruins?This is what the Lord of 
Heaven's Armies says: Look at what's happening to 
you! You have planted much but harvest little. You 
eat but are not satisfied. You drink but are still 
thirsty. You put on clothes but cannot keep warm. 
Your wages disappear as though you were putting 

them in pockets filled with holes!
"This is what the Lord of Heaven's Armies says: Look 
at what's happening to you! Now go up into the hills, 
bring down timber, and rebuild my house. Then I will 
take pleasure in it and be honored, says the Lord. 
You hoped for rich harvests, but they were poor. 
And when you brought your harvest home, I blew it 
away. Why? Because my house lies in ruins, says the 
Lord of Heaven's Armies, while all of you are busy 
building your own fine houses. It's because of you 
that the heavens withhold the dew and the earth 
produces no crops. I have called for a drought on 
your fields and hills a drought to wither the grain 
and grapes and olive trees and all your other crops, 
a drought to starve you and your livestock and to 

ruin everything you have worked so hard to get."

Haggai 1:3-11Haggai 1:3-11

Like the Israel� es, we are o� en tempted 
to focus our energies on building our own 
kingdoms. Haggai was calling the people 
out for living in nice homes w� h plenty of 
comfo� s while “God’s house” was neglected. 
Where have you been placing your time, 
energy, and resources? Have your prior� ies 
been out of whack? We must be careful 
whose kingdom we are spending our time 
building. As Haggai warned the Israel� es, 
anything other than the kingdom of God will 
wh� her away. Let’s be sure we are planting 
our hea� s in soil that is eternal...not the 
kingdoms of this world, not our own status 
or accomplishments, but SOLELY in the firm 
foundation of God’s eternal Kingdom!

praypray

AMEN.AMEN.

Lord forgive me for the times 
my prior� ies have been ALL 
wrong. Forgive me for using 
my resources to build my own 
kingdom. I acknowledge the 
fact that your kingdom is the 
only thing that is eternal and 
wo� hy of my investment. Lord, 
convict me where I have been 
focused on the wrong things. 
Give me eyes to see the beauty 
of your kingdom and grant me 
an undivided hea�  toward you.



Did you see what happened here? God sent a 
messenger to the Israel� es...and they ACTUALLY 
listened! It’s a miracle! What a beaut� ul picture. 
� ey heard the word of the Lord and they 
obeyed! May I do the same in my l� e! 

So the Lord sparked their enthusiasm in response 
to their a� entive obedience. � ey were exc� ed 
about what the temple could be. Let’s ask the 
Lord that he would do the same for us...that he 
would give us a prophetic imagination for what 
his kingdom could be here on ea� h. Not only 
did the Lord stir up their exc� ement, he also kn�  
their hea� s and minds together to accomplish 
a singular goal...TOGETHER! Let’s spend some 
time in prayer asking that God would do the 
same here at New L� e! 

Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the 

whole remnant of God's people began to obey 
the message from the Lord their God. When 
they heard the words of the prophet Haggai, 
whom the Lord their God had sent, the people 

feared the Lord. Then Haggai, the Lord's 
messenger, gave the people this message 

from the Lord: "I am with you, says the Lord!"
So the Lord sparked the enthusiasm of 

Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of 
Judah, and the enthusiasm of Jeshua son 
of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the 

enthusiasm of the whole remnant of God's 
people. They began to work on the house 
of their God, the Lord of Heaven's Armies, 

on September 21 of the second year of King 
Darius's reign.

Haggai 1:12-15

praypray

AMEN.AMEN.

Lord, spark our 
enthusiasm! We ask 
that you would give 
us eyes to see a vision 
for our commun� y. Tell 
us where to build and 
we will obey. Lord, kn�  
our hea� s together that 
we may all be working 
toward the same goal... 
of saying, “On the 
Central Coast, as �  is in 

Heaven!



Then on October 17 of that same year, the 
Lord sent another message through the 

prophet Haggai. "Say this to Zerubbabel son 
of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to 

Jeshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, 
and to the remnant of God's people there in 
the land: 'Does anyone remember this house 
this Temple in its former splendor? How, in 
comparison, does it look to you now? It must 
seem like nothing at all! But now the Lord 

says: Be strong, Zerubbabel. Be strong, Jeshua 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, 
all you people still left in the land. And now 
get to work, for I am with you, says the Lord 
of Heaven's Armies. 5My Spirit remains among 
you, just as I promised when you came out of 

Egypt. So do not be afraid.'

praypray

AMEN.AMEN.

Lord, let me hear you tell me to 
be strong. I need your strength to 
continue on in this journey. It’s not 
easy to labor for your kingdom. 
� ere is always oppos� ion and 
hardships. Remind me that you 
are w� h me always. Help me 
to not be afraid when things 
aren’t turning out how I thought. 
Help me to stay strong, get to 
work, and remember that you 

are w� h me!

Haggai 2:1-5Haggai 2:1-5

Be strong and get to work, for 
I am w� h you! � ese are the 
words the Lord still says to us as 
we work to build his kingdom 
alongside him and each other. 
About a month a� er beginning, 
Haggai encouraged the Israel� es 
to step back and evaluate their 
work and see that �  wasn’t up 
to par w� h God’s glory. But they 
didn’t give up! God assured them 
that even when things were 
d�  icult that they shouldn’t be 
afraid for HE was w� h them. 
A� er all, they were building HIS 
house...of course he was invested!



"For this is what the Lord of Heaven's Armies 
says: In just a little while I will again shake 
the heavens and the earth, the oceans and the 
dry land. I will shake all the nations, and the 
treasures of all the nations will be brought 
to this Temple. I will fill this place with glory, 
says the Lord of Heaven's Armies. The silver is 
mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord of 
Heaven's Armies. The future glory of this Temple 
will be greater than its past glory, says the 
Lord of Heaven's Armies. And in this place I will 
bring peace. I, the Lord of Heaven's Armies, have 

spoken!"

Haggai 2:6-9Haggai 2:6-9

In just a l� tle while God will do �  again! It had 
been so long since God’s glory had been on full 
display amongst his people. It had been a hard 
season of exile, suff ering the consequences of 
their sins and �  grieved God’s hea�  that they 
had chosen things other than him. But hope 
was on the horizon again! God’s temple was 
being rebuilt and the day was coming soon 
when the ea� h would shake and God would 
be on his rightful place on the throne. 
God is wo� hy of every treasure and g� t 
we could possibly think to give to him. � e 
ea� h is the Lord’s and everything in � ! No g� t, 
however grand and splendid, will never come 
close to being enough.
Spend a few moments marveling at God’s 
holiness and beauty. Allow yourself to stand 
in awe. When you use your imagination 
to picture the future glory promised in this 
passage, let yourself be overcome by your 
smallness in the presence of God’s grandness!

praypray

AMEN.AMEN.

Lord, everything belongs to 
you. No g� t I give you will ever 
be adequate in comparison 
to your glory. However, that 
won’t stop me from trying! 
Give me a vision of your glory. 
Show me the splendor of your 
majesty. I want to see your 
glory. Do �  again Lord! Fill the 
ea� h w� h your power. May 
your might and your goodness 
be evident and may we dwell  
in your presence in the house 

of the Lord, forever!



Our choices ma� er. What we do, not only 
aff ects our l� e, but �  aff ects the lives of others 
and �  aff ects the holiness of God’s house. Let 
us not be deceived that what we do in secret 
won’t have consequences. God is calling the 
Israel� es (and us as well) to live in the light...
to keep ourselves and God’s house holy...set 
apa�  for Kingdom purposes. Let’s not forget 
that sin gives way to death and destruction. 
Sin will ruin our lives. Let’s not mess around 
w� h fire. If we are going to be about building 
God’s kingdom, we need to continually work 
on living lives wo� hy of that calling. Not in a 
legalistic, rule following way...but in a way that 
acknowledges the power of our actions and 
strives to keep our hea� s undivided. 

On December 18 of the second year of King Darius's 
reign, the Lord sent this message to the prophet 

Haggai: "This is what the Lord of Heaven's Armies says. 
Ask the priests this question about the law: 'If one 

of you is carrying some meat from a holy sacrifice in 
his robes and his robe happens to brush against some 
bread or stew, wine or olive oil, or any other kind of 

food, will it also become holy?'"
The priests replied, "No."

Then Haggai asked, "If someone becomes ceremonially 
unclean by touching a dead person and then touches 

any of these foods, will the food be defiled?"
And the priests answered, "Yes."

Then Haggai responded, "That is how it is with this 
people and this nation, says the Lord. Everything they 
do and everything they offer is defiled by their sin. 
Look at what was happening to you before you began 
to lay the foundation of the Lord's Temple. When you 
hoped for a twenty-bushel crop, you harvested only 

ten. When you expected to draw fifty gallons from the 
winepress, you found only twenty. I sent blight and 

mildew and hail to destroy everything you worked so 
hard to produce. Even so, you refused to return to me, 

says the Lord.

Haggai 2:10-17

praypray

AMEN.AMEN.

Lord, bind my wandering 
hea�  to thee. Cleanse 
me from the impur� ies 
that can get in the 
way of my building of 
your kingdom. When I 
fall sho�  and suff er the 
consequences, grant 
me the courage to 
keep moving forward. 
Don’t allow sin to have 
the final say over my 

l� e and my mission. 



"Think about this eighteenth day of December, the 
day when the foundation of the Lord's Temple was 
laid. Think carefully. I am giving you a promise now 
while the seed is still in the barn. You have not 
yet harvested your grain, and your grapevines, fig 
trees, pomegranates, and olive trees have not yet 
produced their crops. But from this day onward I 

will bless you."
On that same day, December 18, the Lord sent 

this second message to Haggai: "Tell Zerubbabel, 
the governor of Judah, that I am about to shake 

the heavens and the earth. I will overthrow 
royal thrones and destroy the power of foreign 

kingdoms. I will overturn their chariots and riders. 
The horses will fall, and their riders will kill each 

other.
"But when this happens, says the Lord of Heaven's 

Armies, I will honor you, Zerubbabel son of 
Shealtiel, my servant. I will make you like a signet 
ring on my finger, says the Lord, for I have chosen 
you. I, the Lord of Heaven's Armies, have spoken!"

praypray

AMEN.AMEN.

Lord, I trust in your promises. 
I’ve barely moved. � e seed is 
still wa� ing in the barn...and yet 
I’m trusting that you will pour 
out your blessings on my eff o� s 
and allow me to reap a harvest 
at the right time. I’ve endured 
many disappointments and at 
times questioned where you are 
in my troubles. Help me to trust. 
I believe, but help me w� h my 

unbelief.

Haggai 2:18-23Haggai 2:18-23

� ink carefully. I am giving you a 
promise TODAY...while the seed 
is STILL in the barn. � e Israel� es 
had endured a long season 
of disappointment and unmet 
expectations. However, God was 
giving them a promise. � ings were 
about to turn around. � e seed 
hadn’t been planted or even le�  the 
barn yet and they could still trust 
that God was going to deliver them 
a harvest. Maybe you’ve also been 
in a season of disappointment a� er 
disappointment. Let God speak to 
your hea� . Allow yourself to trust 
in the promise of new beginnings. 
Trust that your best days are ahead 
of you. If the Lord has spoken, so �  
will come to be!


