
In some ways, we have become a people who are story-less. We look at scripture as a series of 
individual accounts and narratives and fail to see the big picture God has been creating since the 
beginning. However, every story, every character, from Samson, to Mary, to Timothy, they are all a 
part of the grand story that God is writing on Earth.  The master author is at work. We may not 
know how OUR chapter ends but we do know that it is far greater than we could hope or imagine. 
While it may seem like your story is one fragmented piece, it is a part of something bigger. God is 

inviting us into HIS story…and it is a story of significance!

It is our prayer that over the course of these prayer stations you would begin to see God’s grand 
story...that you would see themes of rescue, redemption, and restoration woven throughout 

scripture and also woven into the fabric of your life! 

At each station you’ll see a QR code that will take you to a video that explains this chapter of the 
story a little more in depth. To scan the code, just open the camera on your phone and hold it over 
the code. Just tap the notification that pops up on your screen. If you have an Android phone, you’ll 

need to download a QR reader app and use that.  
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CreationCreationCreation
By the word of the Lord the heave ns we re made, their starry host by the breath of 
his mouth. He gathe rs the wate rs of the sea into jars; he puts the dee p into 
store houses. Le t all the earth fear the Lord; le t all the pe ople of the world 
reve re him. For he spoke, and it came to be; he commande d, and it stood firm.

Psalm 33:6-9

Nothing displays God’s power + splendor like the creation account found in Genesis. However, sometimes 
we get so wrapped up in the details + debate of it, that we miss the whole point of it; and that point is the 
character + nature of the Creator. When we read the creation story, we find that there are two acts in this 
play and each gives us a different glimpse into the character of God.

In the first act God creates everything out of nothing. Many of us are creative (a�er all we are made in His 
image...more on that later). Many of you are gi�ed painters or architects or coders, etc...but have you ever 
tried to create a beautiful mural without any paints or materials, or even a canvas or wall? Imagine just 
standing in an empty room yelling at the empty space to become something of splendor. The absurdity of 
it all only shouts of God’s glory more and more. When we look around at the majesty of His creation, 
everything was created to bring Him glory...from the magnificence of the galaxies to the beauty of Big Sur 
to the uniqueness of every species of animal (I’m looking at YOU duck-billed platypus...did you know they 
lay eggs!?) The wonder of it all is enough to make the hardest of hearts sit back in amazement.  

Then, a�er He had SPOKEN everything into existence, God switches gears to begin His second act. This 
giant, amazing, glorious God starts to play in the dirt (which He created). He forms humans by hand and 
breaths His life + heart + soul + eternity itself into them. God goes from speaking creation to intimately 
forming us with parts of Himself. Think about that for a minute. The power + eternity of God dwelling 
within your finite body. God created you intimately and 
purposefully! You are infinitely known and deeply loved!

So here we have this two-act play of creation to show us 
who God is. Powerful + intimate. Glorious + personal. 
Creative + relational. He is both at the same time! The truth 
of it all should cause us to fall on our knees in reverence and 
crawl into His lap and call Him Daddy.

Dear God:

You are amazing! I stand in 
humble admiration of Your glory! 
Thank you for making me and for 
knowing me. Help me to know you 
more intimately. Help me to see 
myself as a unique creation, loved 
by you!

Ame n 



We know that our old sinful se lves we re crucifie d with Christ so that sin might 
lose its powe r in our lives. We are no longe r slaves to sin. For whe n we die d with 
Christ we we re se t free from the powe r of sin.

Romans 6:6-7

Sin is a real problem. The Bible says that it separates us from God. However, the Bible also says that 
we’ve been set free from the power of sin. But freedom doesn’t come easy. The New Testament uses 
war language to talk about how we deal with our sinful nature - that we are to “put it to death!”

Have you ever had an ant infestation? I have. It’s the worst. And the thing is, it starts off innocent 
enough. You see one or two ants roaming around the kitchen, but you don’t do anything about it, 
because it’s only one or two ants. What could go wrong, right? But then you wake up the next 
morning and you’ve got a full blown infestation! There’s just something devious about those little 
scout ants. 

And that’s the way sin works. Because our hearts seem to be bent towards sin, even giving sin a small 
foothold can lead to a sin infestation. We need to kill the scout ant! The beautiful thing about being 
Christ followers is that, through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we inherit His power over sin. But 
again, we have to fight for it. 

The Apostle Paul says in the book of Romans that you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are 
controlled by the Spirit if you have the Spirit of God living in you. And living by the Spirit leads to life 
and peace, but it’s a daily process that won’t be made perfect until Jesus comes back to make all 
things right. In the meantime, as we follow the Spirit’s 
lead, we can look back and see that we’re becoming more 
and more like Jesus every day. No more sin infestations, 
only life and peace. 

So let’s focus today on putting to death our sinful nature 
so we can be alive to Christ. Kill the scout ant! 

Jesus:

Help me to put to death my sinful 
nature through the power of your 
Spirit so I can be filled with peace. 
Help me to identify the areas in 
my life that haven’t been crucified 
to Christ. 

Ame n 
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God:

Thank you for offering us adoption 
into Your family. Thank you for 
your kindness and faithfulness, 
even when I try to do things my 
own way. Help me to live in 
unbroken relationship with You. 

Ame n 

israelisraelisrael
Unde rstand, the re fore, that the Lord your God is indee d God. He is the faithful 
God who kee ps his cove nant for a thousand ge ne rations and lavishes his 
unfailing love on those who love him and obey his commands.

Romans 6:6-7

The story of the ancient Israelites is one of God’s faithfulness to a people who just can’t seem to get it 
right. This story actually begins in a garden with God and humanity, a tree and a talking snake. God 
tells humanity that they should obey a single commandment. He does this, not to restrict humanity, but 
to make us fully human - alive in unbroken relationship with our Creator. That unbroken relationship 
lasts about two pages in the Bible before humanity seizes control and decides that God is holding out 
on them.

Adam and Eve were naked in the garden with nothing to hide, no guilt. But when they disobeyed God, 
they felt shame for the first time. However, God’s punishment usually comes with a promise. God 
exiled humanity from the garden, but in His kindness, made clothing from animal skins to cover them 
and their shame. It was the first sacrifice to cover our sin, but eventually, God would have the last word 
and send Jesus, the ultimate sacrifice to deal with our sin once and for all. 

So humanity is exiled from the garden. Things go from bad to worse, ending in a massive flood, and a 
restart for humanity. Eventually God chooses a man, Abram, and a people, Israel. He chooses them to 
show His faithfulness, and that through His faithfulness, Israel would be a blessing to all people. God 
tells His people not to have any other gods but Him. Again, one commandment that would give them 
life. But humanity strikes again and Israel blows it. And again, God’s people are exiled - this time to 
Babylon. And again, God’s punishment comes with a promise. That one day, he would bring His people 
“back to the garden,” back to an unbroken relationship with Him.

Time and time again, God would prove Himself faithful 
to His people, the ancient Israelites, and time and time 
again, they would turn their back on the God who loved 
them. And we’ve been doing the same thing ever since - 
because Israel’s story is our story. We’ve been “gra�ed 
in” to the family of God, but in some sense, we are 
exiles as well - exiled to a land that is not our own. But 
one day, God’s ultimate sacrifice will fully cover our 
shame  and bring us back into an unbroken relationship 
with our Creator.



Jesus:

Would you remove my stubborn 
heart, and replace it with a tender 
heart that hears your voice. Thank 
you for showing us a new way of 
living fully alive.  

Ame n 

Je
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If you ope nly declare that Jesus is 
Lord and be lieve in your heart 

that God raise d him from the dead, 
you will be save d.

Romans 10:9

Ok, so you just read about how the story of Israel is also our story. But put yourself 
in the shoes of the ancient Israelites. A�er the exile to Babylon, you get prophet a�er 

prophet, pleading with you to turn back to Yahweh, the true God. You get a prophet 
promising that one would come to “restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the 
hearts of the children to their fathers.” And then……

Nothing

Silence, for 400 years. When all of the sudden a voice rises up, out of the Judean wilderness 
saying, “prepare the way for the Lord’s coming!” Finally, they thought. We’ve been exiled into 
other nations, beaten down and enslaved. Finally, our God will trample the kingdoms of the earth 
and establish His people as rulers over the nations. 

But then they saw John, the baptizer, wearing clothes made of camel hair - eating grasshoppers 
and wild honey. Maybe they thought, “fair enough…the prophets of old were kind of weird, so this 
guy fits right in.” But then they saw Jesus, the human fully alive. The human living in unbroken 
relationship with God. The prototype of what would be the new human. However, this man, Jesus, 
wasn’t interested in trampling down the kingdoms of the earth - or at least in the way the Hebrew 
people thought it should be done. We wanted to seize control again, even over God himself 
become human.

But Jesus showed us a new way of living fully alive. That it was through dying that we would 
actually live. That through surrender, humility, peacemaking and acknowledging our need for Him 

-THAT is how we would return from exile into His 
kingdom. Ezekiel the prophet told about a time when 
God would take out our stony, stubborn heart and give 
us a tender, responsive heart. Jesus came to offer us this 
new heart - to show us that our hearts are bent towards 
sin, but that faith in Him would give us the strength to 
bring some of the garden back into exile. And Jesus 
called it “the kingdom of heaven.”



Jesus:

You are my King. Remind me 
where my citizenship lies. Help me 
to be a person of the Good News. 
Unite my heart with my fellow 
citizens of your upside down 
kingdom. May we represent you, 
our King, well. 

Ame n 

The Kingd om of Heave n is like a treasure that a man discove re d hidde n in a 
fie ld. In his excite me nt, he hid it again and sold eve rything he owne d to ge t 

e nough money to buy the fie ld.
Matthew 13:44

ew kingdoew kingdoew kingdo MMMNNN
t h e

As we’ve already learned, the Israelites had been waiting for a king, a messiah, to come and to kick out 
their enemies and establish a new kingdom that would be strong, and powerful...and earthly. However, 
God had bigger things in mind. When Jesus walked the Earth He actually talked a lot about this 
kingdom and it seemed to be very, very different than what people were expecting. He talked about it 
in parables and metaphors. It is like a buried treasure. It is like a mustard seed. It is like yeast. Much to 
the chagrin of the religious elite, he never said, the kingdom is like a powerful fortress, full of 
super-strong muscular warriors. No, the kingdom that Jesus talked about, that he was establishing, was 
pretty much the upside down version of that...where the first are last, and the meek and the broken 
inherit it. Even stranger, when Jesus talked about the new kingdom, he almost always talked about it in 
the present tense. In fact, when the Pharisees tried to corner him and straight up asked Him when the 
kingdom would come He said, “Behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.” (Luke 17:21)

So where is this strange upside down kingdom and what does it look like? Well, it’s like Jesus said... It is 
here and now an among us. The kingdom of God is wherever Jesus is king. If you have decided to follow 
Jesus and call him “Lord,” then you are a part of this new kingdom. And while Jesus is the king, it really 
is up to us to set the culture of the kingdom. So who are we as citizens of this kingdom? Well, we are 
people of the Good News. We are light. We bring wisdom, hope and guidance. We are salt. We 
preserve goodness and add flavor. We love and serve 
others, even those who may not want to be a part of the 
kingdom. We welcome the broken, the dirty, the grieving 
and the needy. We get a front row seat to watch them be 
transformed by our upside down King. 

While it is pretty cool to be a part of a great nation, 
earthly nations and kingdoms come and go. In fact, the 
powerful empire the Israelites wanted 
to defeat...it doesn’t exist anymore. 
We are foremost citizens of an eternal
kingdom that transcends borders and 
governments and leaders, united by
our one true King. THAT is really cool. 



Jesus:

Jesus help me to love like you 
loved, and in doing so, show 
people the beauty of Your 
new creation. 

Ame n 

The n I saw a new heave n and a 
new earth, for the old heave n 

and the old earth had 
disappeare d. And the sea was 
also gone. And I saw the holy 

city, the new Je rusale m, 
coming d own from God out of 

heave n like a bride beautifully 
d resse d for he r husband. I 

heard a loud shout from the 
throne, saying, “Look, God’s 

home is now among his pe ople! 
He will live with the m, and 
they will be his pe ople. God 

himse lf will be with the m. He 
will wipe eve ry tear from 

their eyes, and the re will be no 
more death or sorrow or 

crying or pain. All these things 
are gone foreve r.

Reve lation 21:1-4

Creation
new

Creation
new
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When God made the world, He said it was good. In fact, He 
says it seven times. And on the seventh time, God actually 
says His creation is VERY good. In the first book of the Bible, 
God’s space and human space completely overlap - at least 
for the first two pages. Then sin enters the world through 
man’s desire to call the shots and the two spaces are ripped 
apart. 

Throughout the Bible, we see moments where the spaces 
overlap - but they’re not perfect, and they’re temporary. That 
is, until Jesus comes on the scene. In Jesus, God’s space and 
human space overlap again, but not fully - at least not yet. 

2 Corinthians says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” 
Believing in Jesus and loving the way He loved is like 
infecting the world with the antidote to sin and death. And 
everywhere this antidote is injected, God’s space and human 
space overlap. This is the commission that Jesus has given us 
- to tell everyone that the new kingdom has come and they 
can become a new creation. 

One day, Jesus will complete the work that He began and 
God’s space will fully and forever overlap with our space. We 
will enjoy unbroken relationship with God for eternity. But 
until then, we’ve been given the privilege of creating 
“heaven pockets” wherever we go. Giving people a glimpse 
into the new creation when we love like Jesus. 

Jesus said that all authority in heaven and on earth was 
given to Him in order to advance the kingdom of heaven 
here on earth. He gave us the responsibility to tell the story 
of this new kingdom through our own
 lives. So, what’s your story?



God:

Thank you for being the 
author of my story. Use every 
chapter of my story for your 
glory and give me the 
courage to share it!

Ame n 

Be ready to speak up and te ll 
anyone who asks why you’re 

living the way you are, and 
always with the utmost 

courtesy.
1 pe te r 3:15
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Do you have a 
favorite book? What about a movie? 
Are you a Star Wars fan? Maybe you were lucky enough to see the original trilogy in the theaters. The 
Empire Strikes Back was released 2 years before I was born, but I’ve always thought it would be so cool to 
have been able to see it without the knowledge of what happens in Return of the Jedi. Did the whole 
theater walk out angry and disappointed, thinking that evil had prevailed? Sometimes it feels like we are 
living in “Empire Strikes Back” kind of times. We can look at the circumstances of our lives and think that 
hope is lost. But take heart the story isn’t over...and YOUR story isn’t over either!

God is the master Author, way better than even George Lucas! He is at work writing the story of your life. 
Not only is it not over, it is a part of something way bigger than you and your circumstances. We just 
finished learning about God’s grand story written in the Scriptures. It is full of twists and turns and 
unexpected outcomes...and God is still writing it! The story of God is full of minor characters like Noah and  
David and Rahab, who were deeply flawed...however God took their polluted stories and used them for His 
glory. He wove their crooked paths into his mighty story of redemption. And He is doing the same today.  
Your story is the same story that was being told through Moses’ life, through Paul’s life, through Mary 
Magdalene’s life. How is God shaping your story? 

Take a few moments of reflection. Think about the story that is being written with your life. Are you happy 
with the message it is giving?  Think about where you’ve been, what God has brought you through. Think 
of the times you’ve cried uncontrollable tears of joy. Think of the times you’ve hid in shame or experienced 
deep loss. Each of these moments is a small fragment in the mosaic of your life. In addition, your story is a 
part of an even bigger mosaic. It might seem broken or rough around the edges, but it is telling the story 
of God’s hope and redemption in this world. When we take a step 
back and stop focusing on our small broken fragment, we can see 
how they all fit together into something beautiful. And...the more 
and more of us who share our stories the clearer that grand 
picture becomes! Your story matters and we want to hear it!

If you scan this code it will take you to a page
where you’ll have a chance to share your 
story with us! Can’t wait to read it!
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