BIBLE VERSES

Question 1

Genesis 1:27-28 NIV - 27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the
image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 28 God
blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the
earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and
over every living creature that moves on the ground."

1 Peter 2:9 NKJV - 9 But you [are] a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of
Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

Question 2

Genesis 1:31 ESV - 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and
behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the
sixth day.

Romans 8:19-21 NIV - 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the
children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to
frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it,
in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay
and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.

Revelation 21:1 ; 22:1-3 NLT - 1 Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth,
for the old heaven and the old earth had disappeared. And the sea was also
gone...1 Then the angel showed me a river with the water of life, clear as
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 It flowed down
the center of the main street. On each side of the river grew a tree of life,
bearing twelve crops of fruit, with a fresh crop each month. The leaves were
used for medicine to heal the nations. 3 No longer will there be a curse upon
anything. For the throne of God and of the Lamb will be there, and his
servants will worship him.

Question 3

Acts 1:8 NLT - 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me
everywhere--in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth.”

Question 4

Colossians 3:23 NLT - 23 Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you
were working for the Lord rather than for people.
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INTRODUCTION

Most of us are familiar with the creation story in Genesis. That story is
more than just the explanation of God creating the heavens and the
earth. It informs us of the calling God has upon His people. You might
say it shows us where we are, whose we are, and where we are headed.
In this study we will look into how God commissions us to bring His
kingdom into this world as His image bearers, and how we can
express that through our lives.

Ice Breaker (Optional—8 min)

When you meet someone for the first time, what are the top three
things you tell them about yourself?

STUDY QUESTIONS (45 MIN)

Imaging God

Q1. Read Genesis 1:27-28: 1 Peter 2:9

In Genesis 1:28, after declaring that man was made in the image and
likeness of God, what did God charge Adam and Eve to do? Doing
these things gives us an opportunity to represent God to the world.
What are some of the terms used to describe us in 1 Peter 2:9, and
what is our purpose according to Peter? How do you think the world
sees God’s image revealed in these actions?

Unfolding Creation’s Potential

Q2. Read Genesis 1:31; Romans 8:19-21; Revelation 21:1; 22:1-3

In the Genesis story we find that we are called to be God’s
representatives on the earth, sharing with Him in its care, nurturing,
and the cultivation of its potential. In Romans 8:21 we see that the
effects of sin have subjected creation to decay, but in the book of
Revelation, how do we see creation as God desires it to be? We have
not always done a good job of “unfolding” the potential of the good
earth God has charged us to care for. What are some examples of a
good potential we have seen developed in this world, and what are



examples of the bad? How do you see the God-aligned desires of our
heart making a difference on how we “unfold” the potential of this
world?

Blessing - Carrying out God’s Work
Q3. Read Acts 1:8

To carry out the work of being God’s image bearers, we must show up
and engage with the world around us. We can be a blessing in the
world by being witnesses to the truth of God in what we do every day.
We don’t need to run the show, or win the war, but we do need to be a
faithful presence in this world. What is one area of this world that you
see as “broken” that you would like to see set right? (possibly social
issues, cultural issues, or family issues). What would you say is the
desire of God’s heart for that area of heart-felt concern ("passion”)?
How are you engaging in that area?

Q4. Read Colossians 3:23

Each of us has been given a unique opportunity to bless our world by
virtue of how God has created us and where He has planted us. What
is it that occupies the majority of your day? What attitude does
Colossians 3:23 encourage us to have in whatever we do? This may be
easier in some cases than others. What is one thing you can do that
would help you maintain this perspective throughout your day?

All of us have passions and gifts that we can use for God’s kingdom.
What would you say is your “gift”? Ask others in your group what they
see as your gift. If you were to give God permission to use your gift for
His purposes, can you imagine what that might possibly involve?
What hinders you from using that gift fully?

THE BOTTOM LINE

From the beginning, God created us in His image and likeness, and
gave us the mission to bear witness of Him to the world. He calls us to
care for, nurture, and cultivate its potential. To do this we have to
show up and be witnesses to God’s truth and goodness. In order to be
part of unfolding God’s redemptive purposes in our sphere of
influence, we use the gifts God has given us, doing our work for the
Lord. When we align our heart’s desires with God’s, we will fulfill our
calling and bring a blessing to the world.

PUTTING IT INTO PRACTICE

God has given us work beyond our employment and this would
include our broader mission to bear His image in witness to the world.
As we journey further into our study, continue the habits and practices
that allow God to reshape your heart’s desire. As you do, remember to
approach God “with your arms wide open”, inviting Him in so that he
can recalibrate you heart, re-form your desires and adjust your loves
to reflect His own. This week ask God to show you a creative and
innovative way to use your God-given gifts to set one area of the world
to right.

MEMORY VERSE
Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your
life. Proverbs 4:23 NLT

PRAYER (20 MIN)

Ask your group to pray for you regarding one area where you will apply this
study in your life:

Pray for your group members’ needs:

**¥% (GOING FURTHER ON YOUR OWN *#%*

Memorize Colossians 3:23 “Work willingly at whatever you do, as though
you were working for the Lord rather than for people.”
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